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Abstract

One major challenge of friction stir processing (FSP) is its sensitivity to parameters like
advancing and rotational speeds. This study examined the effect of tool travel speed on
the microstructural evolution and mechanical properties of a new-generation Al-6Mg alloy.
Optical and electron microscopy, EBSD, and shear-punch testing (SPT) were used. Two
travel speeds, 50 and 120 mm/min, revealed significant differences in microstructure and
properties at ambient temperature. EBSD provided misorientation maps and boundary
fraction data. Microstructure analysis showed continuous dynamic recrystallization in the
nugget zone, with finer grains observed at the higher speed. Microhardness was greater
on both sides at 120 mm/min. The TMAZ showed elongated grains at 120 mm/min,
while recrystallized grains were more prominent at 50 mm/min. In the HAZ, partial
recrystallization occurred at 120 mm/min, whereas extensive recrystallization was observed
at 50 mm/min. The SPT results indicated variations in stiffness between advancing and
retreating sides, especially 2 mm from the nugget center. At 10 and 20 mm from the
center, higher stiffness and strength were recorded at 120 mm/min. This study established
correlations between joint stiffness, grain misorientation, and travel speed.

Keywords: friction stir processing (FSP); shear-punch testing (SPT); electron backscatter
diffraction (EBSD); microstructure; recrystallization; microhardness

1. Introduction

Friction stir processing (FSP) is a technique derived from friction stir welding (FSW),
and its effect on properties such as ductility, strength, resistance to wear, creep, and fatigue
has been investigated by many researchers [1-3]. A significant increase in the ductility of
AA7072-T6 and AA5083-O aluminum alloys has been detected after FSP treatment was
conducted at a deeper depth, while a limited increase has been observed when the FSP
is conducted superficially [1]. The hardness, intergranular corrosion resistance, and wear
resistance of FSPed aluminium alloy AA5083 specimens simultaneously increases due
to the observed grain refinement, dispersion, and partial dissolution of the secondary
phase [2]. A significant increase in the microhardness, tensile, and creep strength has been
observed in FSPed AZ91 magnesium alloy plates at room temperature. FSP is conducted
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by plunging a rotating tool with a specific geometry into the metallic raw material, which
then travels over the surface at a desired travel speed. During FSP, localized heating and
intense plastic deformation are produced at the surface and in the subsurface regions. This
thermo-mechanical process results in significant grain refinement and eliminates defects,
such as porosities. The principal variables of the process are tool geometry, rotational
speed, travel speed, tilt angle, downward axial force, and the number of travel cycles.
Each of them influences, to a certain degree, the level of frictional heat generated at the
tool-material interface and has a determining impact on the quality of the FSPed part.
Among the above variables, tool travel speed has been identified as the parameter with the
most pronounced influence on joint quality [3,4]. Moreover, it is also the process parameter
that can be accurately controlled and monitored.

The benefits of FSP in improving the mechanical properties of the weld zone and
the TMAZ have been investigated in different alloys, including aluminium alloys [5-8],
magnesium alloys [9-11], copper alloys [12,13], titanium alloys [14-17], and nickel-based
alloys [18]. Patel et al. [19] reviewed the benefits of FSP, particularly its impact on grain
refinement in different alloys such as aluminum alloys, including steels, Al-base, Mg-base,
and Cu-base alloys. However, no data has been published on the recently developed
high-magnesium containing aluminum alloys. It is also worth mentioning that while FSP
brings modifications to the surface and a small subsurface area, little data is available on the
correlation between the local texture and the local mechanical properties of the FSP-affected
zones. To this end, shear-punch testing (SPT) is considered a good candidate for evaluating
local mechanical properties, and it has been successfully applied to evaluate the local
mechanical properties of friction stir-welded joints. Specifically, Guduru et al. [20] used
SPT to study the evolution of the mechanical properties for different materials by using a
1% offset criterion in conjunction with normalized shear-punch curves. They developed an
SPT master curve that is independent of the thickness of the sample for large intervals of
thickness for the materials they tested in their study. In another study, Fall et al. [21] used
SPT to evaluate the local mechanical properties of an FSWed Ti alloy. They found that the
heat-affected zone (HAZ) closest to the base material had the lowest mechanical properties
of the joint. Electron backscatter diffraction (EBSD) has been extensively used as an efficient
and effective characterization method to determine the impact of thermo-mechanical
processes on the evolution of the microstructure. Several studies were conducted on
aluminum alloys of the 6xxx and 7xxx series [22-24], and correlations were established
between the evolution of the microstructure and the FSW parameters. Monajati et al. [25]
used a combination of EBSD and in situ SEM nano-indentation to study the influence of
FSW parameters on grain size evolution in the banded zones of an aluminum alloy FSW
joint and correlated it with the local mechanical properties using SPT.

In the present work, plates of cold-worked aluminium-6% magnesium alloys were
friction stir processed at different travel speeds. The evolution in grain size, as well as
the local and global mechanical properties, was determined. The results obtained were
then correlated with grain misorientation maps obtained from the EBSD investigation.
The microstructural and mechanical results were then correlated and related to the tool
travel speed.

2. Materials and Methods

Aluminium-6% magnesium-H18 (cold-worked) alloy rolled plates with dimensions
of 300 x 50 x 3 mm?® were used. The chemical composition of the alloy was determined
using the SPECTROMAXXx spark spectrometer (Kleve, Germany), and the average of five
sparks is presented in Table 1. Tensile tests were also conducted in accordance with ASTM
E8/E8M-6a [26] to evaluate the tensile mechanical properties of the base metal. The results
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presented in Table 2 are the average of three tests, and the error represents the standard
deviation of these three tests. A series of FSP runs was conducted using a Bridgeport
interact-400 milling machine (Sanford, FL, USA), with the tool perpendicular to the rolling
direction at a constant tool rotational speed of 800 rpm. Two travel speeds of the work
plate crosshead were used, 50 mm/min and 120 mm/min. A Tungsten carbide tool with a
shoulder diameter of 16 mm, a concentric pin (truncated cone) with a height of 2.8 mm,
and a base and tip diameter of 5 and 1.77 mm, respectively, was employed. Four K-type
thermocouples in contact with the plate were used to accurately measure the temperature
evolution during FSP. These were installed beneath the plate at 2 mm and 4 mm from the
joint centerline, on both the advancing side (AS) and the retreating side (RS), at a depth
of 1.5 mm. Three locations (refer to Figure 1) were identified to conduct (1) a Vickers
microhardness test using an automatic Clemex CMT machine (Longueuil, QC, Canada)
under a load of 50 g and 10 s of dwell time, (2) microstructure investigations using a Hitachi
SU-8230 Field-Emission Scanning Electron Microscope (FE-SEM, Tokyo, Japan) equipped
with a Bruker e-FlashHR EBSD detector (Emeryville, CA, USA), and (3) shear-punch tests
(SPT) using an Alliance RF/200 MTS machine (Tokyo, Japan) equipped with a 10 kN load
cell. The set-up used for the shear-punch tests is shown in Figure 2.

Table 1. Chemical composition (wt. %) of the aluminium used in the experiment.

Al

Ti Fe Si /n Mn B Cu

Bal.

6.09

0.075 0.071 0.058 0.033 0.027 0.0012 0.0006

Table 2. Mechanical properties of the base metal.

UTS (MPa) YS 0.2% A%
3725 +£0.22 307.5 £ 3.53 8.55+£0.1

4thermocouples ———
300mm

2mm ".‘. = —125mm £ i
—60rnrn—] 4mm—l§l \ S 120mm s0omm
11 3

-<— FSP direction
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T~

'

—_—
1. Microhardness ‘ 2. EBSD |

Figure 1. Sampling location for the performed tests.

3. 5PT (3 by test)

EBSD samples were prepared according to the standard procedures for specimen
preparation. Also, ion milling was conducted by using a Hitachi IM4000Plus device
(Schaumburg, IL, USA) just prior to the EBSD acquisition. Three SPT specimens were
prepared by cutting a slice (=1 mm thick) for each testing condition, followed by polishing
to approximately 0.65 mm and finally etching by Keller’s reagent to reveal the FSP area.
The punches were spaced 2 mm apart and covered the different zones of the FSPed material.
Microhardness measurements were conducted across the FSP-treated line for each sample.
A total of 48 indentations were made on each zone, three for each sample, to get a reliable
2D representation in each area of the FSP test.
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Figure 2. Shear-punch setup and schematic of the punch fixture.

3. Results and Discussion

A thorough examination of the cross-section of the FSPed sheet highlights the presence
of three distinct zones in its microstructure: the heat-affected zone (HAZ), adjacent to
the base material which is affected by the generated heat due to the stirring action; the
thermo-mechanically affected zone (TMAZ), affected by the stirring’s generated heat and
partially deformed under the effect of the tool rotation; and the nugget zone, located under
the tool shoulder and consisting of an upper nugget zone (UNZ) and a lower nugget zone
(LNZ), which underwent the most severe plastic deformation and reached the highest
temperatures, leading to significant microstructural changes.

3.1. Macroscopic Examination and Thermal Mapping

Global views of the FSPed regions for both traveling speeds are presented in Figure 3.
The top surface of the FSPed regions has an irregular shape, which is more significant
for the lower travel speed (Figure 3b). In addition, both FSPed regions show a tunnel
defect at the root, towards the advancing side. Similar defects were reported by Nakamura
et al. [27] and Fujii et al. [28]. This defect is attributed to the low metal fluidity caused
by an insufficient heat input. It could be avoided by optimizing the process parameters.
However, the presence of such a defect does not affect the objectives of the present study.
Also, their positions do not affect the mechanical tests conducted.

Tunnel defect

Figure 3. Global views of the FSPed regions in Aluminium-6% magnesium samples with travel
speeds of (a) 120 and (b) 50 mm /min.



Metals 2025, 15, 709

50f17

5 110
- 100

90

=30

3.2. Microhardness of the Processed Regions

The material response to the change in travel speed in the FSPed regions is shown
in Figures 4 and 5. At the travel speed of 50 mm/min, the Vickers microhardness mea-
surements are uniform (/87-93 HV) up to approximately 10 mm away from the center
of the stir zone. Therefore, no significant difference is observed among the nugget zones
(the lower and the upper), the TMAZ, and the beginning of the HAZ. From approximately
10 mm, a faint microhardness rising to around 99 HV is observed in the retreating side and
around 109 HV in the advancing side of the plate.

*— SOmm/min Tog (b) ®— 120 mm/min - Top
(a) —&— S50 mm/mir —=— 120 mm/min - Middle
A&— SO mm/min 130 % A— 120 mm/min - Bottom
AN
AYAY
120 s ¥ 'q'
3 A
110
W" 100
Vil
JL A
: 90
80
-20

Figure 4. Vickers microhardness evolution as a function of travel speed (a) 50 mm/min and
(b) 120 mm /min.

-22 -20 -18 -16 -14 -12 -10 -8 -6 -4 -2 o] 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 110

Figure 5. Vickers microhardness map (2D) for both travel speeds, (a) 50 mm /min and (b) 120 mm/min
(HAZ: heat-affected zone, TMAZ: thermo-mechanically affected zone, UNZ: upper nugget zone, and
LNZ: lower nugget zone).

At the higher travel speed (120 mm/min), the nugget zones (NZ) exhibit microhard-
ness values slightly higher than those for the 50 mm/min travel speed and are uniform
up to approximately 7 mm from the center. Otherwise, the microhardness on both sides
(RS and AS) of the FSPed zones rises to significantly higher values than those obtained at a
travel speed of 50 mm/min, reaching more than 120 HV on the retreating side and 130 HV
on the advancing side.

The observed difference in hardness at different travel speeds can be attributed to the
finer grains at 120 mm/min resulting from limited grain growth, as will be discussed in the
following sections.

At both travel speeds, the slight difference in microhardness between the RS and the
AS can also be explained by the grain size difference, as described in the following section.

Wang et al. [29] and Kalinenko et al. [30] also reported a similar trend in hardness
evolution, for a friction stir-welded Al-Li alloy and a high heat-input friction stir-welded
6013 aluminum alloy, respectively.
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3.3. Microstructural Characteristics
3.3.1. Base Material

The chemical analysis revealed the presence of 6.09 wt. % magnesium, as well as
small amounts of Ti, Si, Fe, and Zn elements. Previous work by Polmear and Sargant [31]
demonstrated that the addition of a small amount of a third element like Zn accelerates
the precipitation kinetics in Al-Mg alloys and increases the maximum achievable hardness
during aging. A study by Guo et al. [32] also showed that, in an Al-Mg alloy, optimal
aging (8 h at 210 °C) can result in an increase of approximately 20 HV compared to the
solution-treated condition. However, after only 1 h of aging, the increase is minimal
(<5 HV).

This data supports the informed assumption that, in the alloy studied in this project,
the effect of aging caused by the FSW thermal cycle will be negligible due to the short
duration at high temperature (1-2 min). Moreover, if fine precipitates were initially present
due to natural aging, they are expected to dissolve (or shrink) during heating, without
significant coarsening during cooling.

Additionally, the EDS analysis presented in Figure 6 did not reveal the presence of
Mg-containing particles. However, such particles could exist at the nanoscale. This aspect
will not be further analyzed in this study due to its limited impact on mechanical properties,
as reported by Poznak et al. [33]. On the other hand, coarse particles (~1-4 pm) containing
iron were observed, as shown in Figure 6.

Figure 6. EDS mapping of the base metal.

Figure 7 shows the EBSD map of the base material, which was acquired perpendicular
to the rolling direction. It must be noted that the base material has undergone a 75% thick-
ness reduction without any tempering treatment after cold working. As a result, the inverse
pole figure (IPF) map in Figure 7a shows an elongated microstructure (54 pm average size)
and a strong orientation in the direction [111]. In addition, a high density of low-angle grain
boundaries (LAGBs) with a 2- to 5-degree (green) and a 5- to 15-degree (red) misorientation
of the subgrains is observed in Figure 7b. The high-angle gain boundaries (HAGBs) with
misorientation angles higher than 15 degrees are shown in blue. The high texture of the
base metal is highlighted in Figure 8a, in comparison to the random distribution of a
non-deformed metal, as reported by J.K. Mackenzie [34]. The misorientation distribution
of the LAGB of the presented area in Figure 7 is as high as 95.14% in the presented map,
because of the applied cold-working conditions (Figure 8b). However, due to the high
strain hardening, about 25% of the pixels of the EBSD map remain non-resolved (with the
boundary lengths of 53.8 mm, 18.7 mm, and 3.7 mm for the 2-5 deg., the 5-15 deg., and
the 15-62.8 deg. of misorientation angles, respectively). HAGBs adjacent to the unindexed
regions are not considered in this calculation in order not to artificially create HAGBs that
would lead to an overestimation of the absolute LAGB fraction.
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Aluminium - Fcc
79913 points (66.6%)
40087 zero solutions (33.4%)
Stereographic projection
Convolution width: 5°

12

Figure 7. EBSD: (a) IPF map (RD is the rolling direction grain orientation map), (b) boundary map,
and (c) the pole figure perpendicular to the rolling direction of the Al-6Mg base material.
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Figure 8. Misorientation distribution in the Al-6Mg base material. Comparison to the random
distribution (a), Distribution of percentages as a function of the misorientation angle (b).

3.3.2. Influence of Travel Speed on the Microstructure

1.  Nugget zones

Figure 9 shows the EBSD maps obtained from the upper and the lower nugget zones.
The microstructures of both zones exhibit recrystallized equiaxed grains, with some grains
containing a significant presence of subgrains (the green and red lines in Figure 9b,d).
According to Gourdet and Montheillet [35], this finding highlights the fact that these
locations have undergone continuous dynamic recrystallization (CDRX). The effect of the
travel speed on the distribution of grain size can be seen in Figure 10. The average grain
size for the travel speed of 50 mm /min in the LNZ (5.9 um) is slightly smaller than that in
the UNZ (8.9 um). Similar differences were observed for the travel speed of 120 mm /min,
where the average grain size was 4.1 um for the LNZ and 7.8 um for the UNZ.

The difference in grain size between the LNZ and the UNZ can be explained by the fact
that the UNZ experiences intense plastic deformation, as confirmed by the LAGB fraction
being more significant in the UNZ in comparison with the LNZ; this more significant plastic
deformation is due to direct tool interaction, causing dynamic recrystallization. However,
the material in direct contact with the rotating tool shoulder in this zone undergoes a higher
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amount of frictional heat and consequently a longer exposure to high temperature, which
allows the grains to grow.

50 mm/min 120 mm/min

Retreating side

Figure 9. EBSD maps of the upper nugget zone (UNZ) on the retreating side (a,b) and advancing
side (c,d), and of the lower nugget zone (LNZ) on the retreating side (e, f) and advancing side (g,h).

o b -
(a) Grainsize (UNZ) &) Grainsize (LNZ)
100 100
— . —
R s .
S w0 /Jo::/:-nuw g e —e— 120mm/min LNZ
‘g 60 /‘ A S0mm/min UNZ dg o —e— 50mm/min INZ
p s
.g 40 / 2 40
= /3 s
E 20 /3 £ 2
=3 =3
() o
0 0
0 5 10 15 20 0 5 10 15 20
Grainsize (pum) Grainsize (um)

Figure 10. Cumulative grain size distributions in the UNZ (a) and in the LNZ (b).

Overall, the equiaxed grain size is smaller for the travel speed of 120 mm/min because
there is less heat input in this case compared to 50 mm/min. It decreases from 8.9 um at
50 mm/min to 7.8 um at 120 mm/min in the UN zone, and from 5.9 um to 4.1 um in the
LN zone, representing decreases of approximately 12% and 30%, respectively, in the UN
and the LN zones. At high traverse speeds, the tool remains in contact with the material at
each location for a shorter time, leading to a decreased heat input, which then results in
limited grain growth. The opposite occurs at low traverse speeds.

A summary of all the above findings is presented in Table 2. The relationship between
travel speed and heat input was previously studied and quantified by Song et al. [36] for
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an ultralight Mg-Li alloy. Their study showed that the temperature in the processing area
increases with higher rotation speeds and decreases with increasing travel speeds, which is
in agreement with our findings in the studied Al-Mg alloy.

2. Thermo-mechanically affected zones (TMAZ)
e Advancing side (AS)

Figure 11 shows the transition zone between the end of the nugget zone (NZ) and
the beginning of the TMAZ. For the travel speed of 50 mm/min, recrystallized grains are
observed on both sides of the tool interface, while elongated grains are observed for the
travel speed of 120 mm/min. In both travel speeds, the TMAZ experiences moderate plastic
deformation and lower temperature compared to NZ, leading to a limited breakdown of
the existing grain structure and subgrain formation, hence the higher LAGB fraction values
in this zone. At 120 mm/min travel speed, the grains in this region tend to be elongated.
This tendency is not observable at 50 mm /min because of the higher generated heat in the
latter case in comparison to 120 mm/min.

50 mm/min —2mm AS 120 mm/min — 2mm AS

Figure 11. EBSD maps of the advancing side at 2 mm from the center of the FSPed region.

It is interesting to note that, for the high travel speed, the grains in IPF Z are mostly
oriented in the [101] direction, while they are in the [111] direction for the base material in
the same IPF, which could be attributable to the shear deformation due to tool movement,
as the shear stress causes grains to bend and rotate, changing their original orientation.
Similar findings have been reported with FSWed 5xxx and 6xxx aluminum alloys [37-40].
Nevertheless, in the present case, the transition between the NZ and the TMAZ is more
abrupt, most likely due to the geometry of the FSP tool. In addition to the above findings, the
fraction of LAGB shows a 22% increase from the travel speed of 50 mm/min to 120 mm /min,
as reported in Table 3.

Table 3. Grain sizes and LAGB fractions for the two travel speeds.

Travel Speeds Zones LAGB Fraction (%)  Grain Size (um)
50 mm /mi UNZ 46.3 8.9
mm/min LNZ 25.7 5.9
. UNZ 47.6 7.8
120 mm/min LNZ 16.8 41

e  Retreating side (RS)

Figure 12 shows that, similar to the advancing side, the retreating side for the travel
speed of 50 mm/min is also a recrystallized area, while for the travel speed of 120 mm/min,
the former grains still exist with a fraction less than that of the AS, although they are mostly
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oriented in the [101] direction in IPF Z, as discussed in the case of the AS. However, in con-
trast to the advancing side, the tool interface is not visible, which can be due to the sluggish
deformation conditions in the retreating side, as also reported in [41]. Tables 4 and 5 shows
that the grain sizes for both travel speeds are similar in the RS, and the difference between
the two travel speeds for LAGB is around 14%.

50 mm/min — 2mm RS 120 mm/min — 2mm RS

Oz T
. :

[001] Retreating side (RS) Advancing side {5}

it

| Smm B [

Figure 12. EBSD maps in the retreating side at 2 mm from the stir processing location center.

[101

Table 4. Grain sizes and LAGB fraction for both travel speeds in the TMAZ (AS).

Travel Speed Zone LAGB Fraction (%)  Grain Size (um)
50 mm/min TMAZ 54 17.5
120 mm/min TMAZ 65.9 19.9

Table 5. Grain sizes and LAGB fraction for both travel speeds in the TMAZ (RS).

Travel Speed Zone LAGB Fraction (%)  Grain Size (um)
50 mm/min TMAZ 42.2 11.8
120 mm/min TMAZ 48.1 11.8

e  Heat-affected zone

Figure 13 highlights the effect of the travel speed on the microstructure of the advanc-
ing side in the heat-affected zone. The equiaxed recrystallized grains are dominant at the
travel speed of 50 mm/min, while only some grains have undergone recrystallization at
the travel speed of 120 mm/min. Also, subgrain density is smaller for the lower travel
speed compared to the higher travel one, where grains containing significant amounts of
sub-boundaries are predominant. The extensive presence of subgrain boundaries at the
higher generated temperatures led to significant recrystallization of the original grains. It
appears that the generated heat at the travel speed of 50 mm /min is sufficient to produce
static recrystallization even without any additional deformation. With the travel speed
of 120 mm/min, the grains are still oriented in the [111] direction. The above finding has
important practical implications for the industrial application of the FSP process to this
alloy. It is also important to note that, as shown in Table 6, the LAGB remains twice as high
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when using the higher travel speed, and the grain size becomes approximately 55% smaller
for the lower travel speed.

50 mm/min — 10mm AS 120 mm/min — 10mm AS

LT

. ‘e Ay ‘.
e S L ; z

Figure 13. EBSD maps of the advancing side at 10 mm from the center of the FSP nugget zone.

Table 6. Grain sizes and LAGB fractions for the two travel speeds in the HAZ.

Travel Speed Zone LAGB Fraction (%)  Grain Size (um)
50 mm/min HAZ 33.7 16.6
120 mm/min HAZ 78.6 25.8

Kalinenko et al. [30,42] evaluated the influence of friction stir welding (FSW) under
high heat-input conditions on microstructural evolution, and similar findings regarding
the different zones were reported in two separate studies.

3.4. Mechanical Properties
Figure 14 highlights the location of the SPTests, which were conducted using a punch

with a diameter of 1 mm. Figure 15 shows the results of the SPTests conducted for the
investigated travel speeds. These curves were obtained using Equation (1) [43].

_ P
27T gt

M

where T is the shear stress (MPa), P is the load (N), 7454 is the average radius between punch
radius and die radius (mm), and ¢ is the specimen thickness (mm).

Retreating side (RS) w 4mmRS 2ZmmRS Omm ZmmAS 4mmAS .. Advancing side (As)

Figure 14. Locations of the conducted SPT.
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Figure 15. SPT curves at 0 mm (a), 2 mm (b), 10 mm (c), and 20 mm (d) from the FSP nugget.

At the center (0 mm), the results show similarity between both curves of the FSP,
even though the ultimate shear stress at the travel speed of 120 mm/min shows a slight
increase of 8 MPa. This increase is likely attributable to a finer grain structure in the nugget
zone (NZ) at the higher travel speed. At 2 mm from the center of the FSP, the shear stress
curves for both travel speeds are almost similar. However, in the case of the 50 mm/min
travel speed, differences are observed between the AS and the RS, which are likely due to
non-recrystallized original grains. At both 10 and 20 mm from the center of the FSP, the
curve profiles begin to diverge more distinctly, with the 120 mm/min speed exhibiting
higher stiffness and elevated stress levels compared to the 50 mm/min speed. This could
be explained in terms of the LAGB percentage distribution. This observation is further
supported by microhardness measurements and microstructural characterization, both of
which reveal differences between the AS and RS at the same travel speed.

To better contextualize these mechanical responses, the data in Figure 15 should be
interpreted alongside the LAGB distributions summarized in Tables 2-5 and visualized
in Figure 16. Figure 17 systematically correlates the evolution of the LAGB fraction with
the SPT results, and a reasonably good correlation with an R? of 0.85 is obtained. This
integrated analysis offers a clearer understanding of how substructural changes influence
mechanical performance. This finding could be interpreted in terms of the influence of the
starting material state on the evolution of the subgrain boundaries. The original grains
of the base material in a high LAGB zone are more elongated and oriented in the rolling
direction. Thus, the fact that the FSP was performed on cold-worked plate material has an
effect on the non-uniformity of the microstructure. In addition, in comparison to no-strain
hardened materials, where the LAGB fraction rises within the friction zones [44], the present
study highlights the fact that the LAGB fraction is lower in the friction zones in comparison
to the base material, due to the higher dislocation density in the base material. Therefore,
under these conditions, travel speed has a significant effect on the extent of recrystallization
of the friction zones and will affect the mechanical properties of the FSPed regions.
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Figure 16. Variation of the LAGB fraction in the FSPed material.
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Figure 17. LAGB effect on SPT curve slopes.

4. Conclusions

The influence of friction stir processing on an aluminium-6% magnesium-H18 alloy

was investigated by examining microstructure, microhardness, and in situ shear properties

at room temperature for two different travel speeds. The following conclusions can be

drawn from this study:

Travel speed significantly impacts the microstructure of different regions of FSPed
material, including the nugget zone (NZ), thermo-mechanically affected zone (TMAZ),
and heat-affected zone (HAZ). Travel speed influences heat input, material flow, and,
consequently, grain size.

In the nugget zone (NZ), and as a consequence of the material stirring and the heat
input, the FSP leads to grain refinement at both travel speeds. However, at the lower
travel speed of 50 mm/min, the action of the higher heat input induces a slight increase
in the grain size compared to 120 mm/min. EBSD analysis showed that continuous
dynamic recrystallization occurs in both the upper (UNZ) and the lower nugget zones
(LNZ). However, the grain size in the LNZ is slightly lower than that in the UNZ.

At the lower travel speed (50 mm/min), the combination of significant hardening
and higher temperatures compared to the 120 mm/min travel speed results in recrys-
tallization. In contrast, elongated grains were widely observed at the higher travel
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speed of 120 mm/min. SPT conducted in different locations revealed similarities
in the center of the FSP for both travel speeds. However, at 2 mm from the nugget
zone, differences were observed between the AS and the RS, which are related to the
presence of non-recrystallized original grains.

e A linear correlation between the SPT slope and LAGB fraction can be assumed.
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